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Q&A with… 
Q: Pom Harrington about the new Peter 
Harrington Mayfair gallery showcasing 
the finest books

Q; Peter Harrington is world renowned in 
Chelsea as a source of rare books, so what 
prompted the additional Mayfair gallery?
A: Dover Street felt like a perfect fit - there’s 
an artistic and literary heritage here that I 
think we’re proud to be keeping alive. 
Crucially, though, it will introduce rare books 
to the footfall of Dover Street and a much 
broader selection of people, accordingly.

Q: What will your Mayfair location  
specialise in?  
A: The shelves of our Dover Street shop 
will play host to rare first-editions; signed 
and inscribed books; works of historical 
importance; modern literary classics; 
children’s favourites; travel and 
exploration, and more besides. There’ll  
be something for absolutely everyone. 

Q: Will the opening weeks feature any 
particularly special items?
A: One of the particularly special items on 
show is a first-edition Tale of Two Cities 
inscribed by Dickens for George Eliot – it 
was the first contact the two authors had, 
and Dickens was one of the first to realise 
that Eliot was, in fact, a female writer. It’s a 
rare piece of literary history. 

Q: Apart from selling books, what other services 
will your Mayfair gallery offer customers?     
A: There is a modest selection of 
contemporary prints on display, although a 
much larger collection resides in our 
Chelsea gallery. For the most part, our core 
focus will be rare books. 
Peter Harrington, 43 Dover Street, W1S  
(peterharrington.co.uk)

Art news
Peter Harrington’s old and rare books arrive in Mayfair, and 
STRARTA Art Fair London prepares to return with its most 
eclectic showcase of fine art yet

w o r d s :  c ar  o l  c o r d r e y

A perfectionist 
with paint
Steve Whitehead will 
cause jaws to drop at 
Panter & Hall’s Pall 
Mall gallery this 
month, where his 
outstanding 
landscapes and 
seascapes are filling the walls. It is rare these days to encounter such realistic 
scenes that instantly envelop and transport the viewer to the places portrayed by 
an artist. Whitehead’s compositions are rich with the finest detail, tonal work, 
use of perspective, light and atmospheric conditions, so they assault all senses in 
the best possible way. Water and muddy banks feel wet and cool; walls and 
pathways look truly sun-baked and hard; trees and grasses are soft and 
luxuriant. This is painting at its most perfect, and long may it continue.
Steve Whitehead, 27 August – 5 September  
(panterandhall.com)

This is STRARTA
London is one of the key global centres for art alongside New York, Paris,
Hong Kong and Shanghai, with new buyers entering the marketplace daily.
STRARTA Art Fair London displays a range of world-class art from a select 
group of British and international galleries and, following the success of its 
inaugural event in 2013, STRARTA Chelsea returns to the Royal Borough in 
2014. Taking place in September at the prestigious Saatchi Gallery, Duke of York 
Square, STRARTA Chelsea will once again showcase the very best modern and 
contemporary fine art from established galleries, as well as exciting and 
inspiring artwork from new and emerging galleries. International curators will 
deliver an exciting and innovative curated programme in the Champagne bar 
and Room 13 on the top floor.
STRARTA Art Fair at The Saatchi Gallery, Chelsea, 25-29 September (strarta.com)
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